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Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) National Critical Research Infrastructure Initiative:
2023 National Critical Research Infrastructure Grant Opportunity process

The Medical Research Future Fund is designed to achieve Australian Government objectives

This grant opportunity is part of the above grant program, which contributes to the Department of Health
and Aged Care’s Outcome 1. The Department of Health and Aged Care works with stakeholders to plan
and design the grant program according to the Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines.

v
The grant opportunity opens
We publish the grant guidelines on business.gov.au and GrantConnect.

7

You complete and submit a grant application

You complete the application form, addressing all the eligibility and assessment criteria in order for your
application to be considered.

v

We assess all grant applications

We review the applications against eligibility criteria and notify you if you are not eligible.
We assess eligible applications against the assessment criteria and compare it to other eligible
applications, if applicable.

v

We make grant recommendations

We provide advice to the decision maker on the merits of each application.

7

Grant decisions are made
The decision maker decides which applications are successful.

v

We notify you of the outcome

We advise you of the outcome of your application. We may not notify unsuccessful applicants until grant
agreements have been executed with successful applicants.

v

We enter into a grant agreement

We will enter into a grant agreement with you if successful. The type of grant agreement is based on the
nature of the grant and will be proportional to the risks involved.

7

Delivery of grant

You undertake the grant activity as set out in your grant agreement. We manage the grant by working
with you, monitoring your progress and making payments.

v
Evaluation of the Grant Opportunity

We evaluate the specific grant activity as a whole. We base this on information you provide to us and
that we collect from various sources.

Medical Research .
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1 About the Medical Research Future Fund

1.1 Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF)

The MRFF, established under the Medical Research Future Fund Act 2015 (MRFF Act), provides
grants of financial assistance to support health and medical research and innovation to improve the
health and wellbeing of Australians. It operates as an endowment fund with the capital preserved in
perpetuity. The MRFF reached maturity at $20 billion in July 2020. The MRFF provides a long-term
sustainable source of funding for endeavours that aim to improve health outcomes, quality of life
and health system sustainability.

This MRFF investment is guided by the Australian Medical Research and Innovation Strategy
2021-2026 (the Strategy) and related set of Australian Medical Research and Innovation Priorities
2022-2024 (the Priorities), developed by the independent and expert Australian Medical Research
Advisory Board following extensive national public consultation.

1.2 About the National Critical Research Infrastructure Initiative

The National Critical Research Infrastructure Initiative (the Initiative) forms part of the Fund. The
Australian Government has announced a total of $650 million over 10 years from 2022-23 for the
Initiative.

This initiative provides funding to establish and extend infrastructure (facilities, equipment, systems
and services) of critical importance that will be used to conduct world-class health and medical
research. Funding will be provided through the following Streams:

= innovation enablers

= digitisation of health care

= co-investment partnerships
=  mRNA technology enablers.

Further information on the rationale of the Initiative is available on the Department of Health and
Aged Care website.

The MRFF Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Strategy (the Evaluation Strategy) provides an
overarching framework for assessing the performance of the MRFF and is publicly available on the
MRFEF website. Applicants to this grant opportunity are expected to describe how their proposed
project aligns with the objectives and outcomes of the National Critical Research Infrastructure
Initiative and the Measures of Success as described in the Evaluation Strategy. These will be key
assessment criteria for funding. Projects funded from this grant opportunity will be monitored and
evaluated against the Evaluation Strategy.

For further details see sections 5 and 6.

There will be other grant opportunities as part of this Initiative and we will publish the opening and
closing dates and any other relevant information on business.gov.au and GrantConnect.

We administer the MRFF according to the Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines (CGRGs).

1 https://www.finance.gov.au/sites/default/files/commonwealth-grants-rules-and-quidelines. pdf
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1.3 About the 2023 National Critical Research Infrastructure Grant Opportunity

These guidelines contain information for the 2023 National Critical Research Infrastructure Grant
Opportunity. This grant opportunity was announced as part of the Medical Research Future Fund
under the National Critical Research Infrastructure Initiative.

Research infrastructure (i.e. facilities, equipment, systems and services) is a crucial enabler of
research. To help ensure Australian researchers find innovative solutions to complex health
problems in areas of unmet medical need, researchers need access to large volumes of data from
varied sources, as well as the expertise and technological capability to manipulate this data.
Systematic, up-to-date and linked data collection is a core function of research infrastructure and
can be used for routine disease surveillance, identifying causes of disease, and evaluating the
effectiveness of public health services and interventions.

Recent innovations in the area of ‘omics’ provides opportunities for new insights into biological
processes and molecular functions underpinning a wide range of diseases. Harnessing this
potential requires availability of large scale collation, storage and analysis systems including
integration within and between ‘omics’ and non-‘omics’ datasets.

While access to quality data and shared information can facilitate better coordination of care and
improved health outcomes, the same can also be said for technologies, in particular the emerging
fields of digital therapeutics (such as software in the pharmaceutical, medical device and/or
diagnostic sectors), artificial intelligence and wearables. Such innovations have the potential to
offer a unique and efficient way to screen for and diagnose disease, as well as monitor symptoms,
disease progression, and/or disease management. However, use of digital innovations should only
occur after robust evidence generation regarding effectiveness, safety and utility for both patients
and clinicians. Further, even if shown to be effective and acceptable, these systems need to be
translated into the real world and be readily adopted by consumers and healthcare providers.

Finally, the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the importance of new products and technologies,
such as mRNA-based vaccines and therapeutics, to combat emerging health challenges. Funding
to establish, extend and enhance the capacity, capability and effective use of Australia’s health and
medical research infrastructure will help support Australian researchers remain at the forefront of
health and medical research, and strengthen our response to not only the COVID-19 pandemic but
also areas of unmet medical need by accelerating research on novel mRNA treatments and
therapeutics.

All these approaches outlined above can be harnessed to address areas of unmet medical need.
The objectives and intended outcome of this grant opportunity are aligned with the following
Australian Medical Research and Innovation Priorities 2022-2024:

= Data, Digital health and Atrtificial intelligence

= Research Infrastructure and Capability.

Consistent with the Medical Research Future Fund Act 2015, the objective of this grant opportunity
is to provide grants of financial assistance to support Australian medical research and medical
innovation projects that:

Stream 1 — Innovation enablers

= address an area of unmet medical need by promoting the development and implementation of
new research methodologies or applications including ‘omics’-led approaches and enhanced
infrastructure linkage strategies by supporting development and/or expansion of research
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enablers such as biobanks, tissue repositories, novel platforms, and secure health data
environments to create valuable research resources.

Stream 2 — Digitisation of health care

= translate or implement innovative artificial intelligence technologies into health applications
that:

= benefit multiple health disciplines/areas
= involve consumers in the research journey to ensure the research is applicable to the
needs of the Australian community; and
= increase artificial intelligence workforce capacity and capability, particularly in relation to
health, through cross-sector and interdisciplinary collaboration.
Stream 3 — Co-investment partnerships
= utilise co-investment (cash only) with the research sector, state and/or territory governments,
and industry, in significant critical research infrastructure (e.g. facilities, personnel and
equipment):
= to support development of research capacity, capability and/or effectiveness in an area of
unmet medical need, or

= to enable Australian research using new platforms, systems and services in an area of
unmet medical need.

Stream 4 — mRNA technology enablers

= |everage and enhance emerging mRNA technologies, platforms, and/ or equipment to
accelerate development of mMRNA-based vaccines and therapeutics in an area of unmet
medical need.

For the purposes of this grant opportunity, unmet medical need arises where individuals are living
with a serious health condition where there are limited satisfactory options for prevention, diagnosis
or treatment to support improved health outcomes.

Projects which leverage existing research infrastructure projects such as those funded by the
Australian Government through the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy
(NCRIS) will be highly regarded (see Appendix A).

Additional information for Stream 2

For applications to Stream 2, artificial intelligence technologies may include machine learning,
natural language processing, speech recognition, computer vision, and automated reasoning
techniques.

This Stream aims to facilitate implementation of artificial intelligence technologies into clinical
practice, i.e. focus on late stage implementation. Applications that solely propose the provision of
hardware alone or expansion of existing programs are considered out of scope.

Additional information for Stream 3

Stream 3 is structured to incentivise partnerships between academia, governments and industry
that can generate knowledge and/or interventions that can transform health practice.

Additional information for Streams 3 and 4

For the purposes of Streams 3 and 4 of this grant opportunity, ‘platforms, systems and services’
may include:

= tools for enabling interdisciplinary research cooperation (‘platforms’)
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= artificial intelligence, software, quality control research management (‘systems’)

= provision of scientific or technical expertise and resources; skilled personnel required to run
facilities, systems, equipment and platforms; capability building; and professional development
(‘services’).

To be competitive for funding, applicants must propose to conduct research that delivers against

the above objectives and those of the National Critical Research Infrastructure Initiative.

Applicants are encouraged to propose novel and/or innovative research and describe how the
outcomes of the research will be translated into health benefits for Australians.

Applications to this grant opportunity must propose research that addresses one of the four
Streams of research. An application may only be submitted to one of the above four Streams only.
Applicants must specify the Stream to which they are applying in their application.

The intended outcome of the research funded by this grant opportunity is to improve the health and
wellbeing of Australians by enhancing Australia’s research infrastructure to promote new research
approaches that will address health challenges by generating new knowledge and improving health
outcomes.

This document sets out:

= the eligibility and assessment criteria

= how we consider and assess grant applications

= how we notify applicants and enter into grant agreements with grantees
= how we monitor and evaluate grantees’ performance

= responsibilities and expectations in relation to the opportunity.

The Department of Industry, Science and Resources (the department/we) is responsible for
administering this grant opportunity on behalf of the Department of Health and Aged Care.

Impact of COVID-19

The MRFF acknowledges the potential impacts of COVID-19 on the health and medical research
sector, including the ability of researchers to submit applications and undertake research. You will
be asked to consider these impacts in your risk management plan. This information will be taken
into account in the assessment of your application (refer section 5).

We have defined key terms used in these guidelines in the glossary at Section 13.

You should read this document carefully before you fill out an application.

1.4 Encouraging Partnerships

Applicants are encouraged to seek strategic partnerships with organisations whose decisions and
actions affect Australians’ health, health policy and health care delivery in ways that improve the
health of Australians. Organisations that are capable of implementing policy and service delivery
and would normally not be able to access funding through most MRFF funding mechanisms are
highly valued as partners.

Partnerships and co-investment are encouraged in order to maximise impact of investment, provide
opportunities for more mature sites/agencies to build the capacity of emerging sites/agencies,
reduce duplication of activities, and reduce potential respondent administrative burden on
participating communities. Partnerships are also encouraged to ensure the proposed research is of
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relevance to consumers and delivery of services, and to support translation of research outcomes
into practice.

Partner organisations include:
= those working in federal, state, territory or local government — in the health portfolio or in other
areas affecting health, such as economic policy, urban planning, education or transport

= those working in the private sector such as employers, private health insurance providers or
private hospitals

= those commercial entities with an interest in this area, for example pharmaceutical companies,
digital therapeutics, biotechnology companies

= non-government organisations and charities

= community organisations such as consumer groups
= healthcare providers, and/or

= professional groups.

Partnerships with an overseas partner organisation are acceptable, provided the objectives of the
grant opportunity are fully met. However, you cannot use the grant to cover retrospective costs or
to support research projects undertaken outside of Australia (although funding can be sought to
support the Australian-based components of multinational clinical trials).

While partnerships are encouraged, they may not necessarily be relevant for all projects. Where
relevant, partner funding contributions will contribute to the assessment of project impact and
overall value and risk, but are not a requirement (see section 5).

2 Grant amount and grant period

For this grant opportunity, up to $100 million is available over two years from 2023-24 for the four
Streams listed in section 1.3.
= Stream 1:
= $7.5 million in 2023-24
= $12.5 million in 2024-25
= Stream 2:
= $7.5 million in 2023-24
= $12.5 million in 2024-25
= Stream 3:
= $12.5 million in 2023-24
= $8.5 million in 2024-25
= Stream 4:
= $7.5 million in 2023-24
= $12.5 million in 2024-25
= Additional funding for all Streams:
= $11.015 million in 2023-24
= $7.985 million in 2024-25

Grant funds will be provided according to the funding profile indicated above; however, grant funds
can be expended across the life of the project (project period). See below and section 2.2.
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Up to $20 million in dedicated funding is available for each of Streams 1, 2 and 4, and up to

$21 million in dedicated funding is available for Stream 3. A further $19 million is available to fund
additional projects across all Streams as indicated above. For each Stream, applications will be
funded based on rank to a maximum of $20 million (for each of Streams 1, 2 and 4) or $21 million
(for Stream 3), after which the remaining applications will be pooled into a combined ranked merit
list and any residual funds from all three Streams, as well as the $19 million remaining for the grant
opportunity, will be allocated until the funding is exhausted

For this grant opportunity, an application may be submitted to one of the four Streams only.
Applicants must specify the Stream to which they are applying in their application.

Applicants are encouraged to design a research project that best addresses the objectives and
intended outcomes of the grant opportunity and propose an appropriate budget.

2.1 Grants available

The grant amount will be up to 100 per cent of eligible project costs (for Streams 1, 2 and 4) or up
to 66 per cent of eligible project costs (for Stream 3).

The amounts available for a single grant in each Stream are as follows:

=  Stream 1: there is no minimum grant amount and the maximum grant amount is $3 million.

=  Stream 2: there is no minimum grant amount and the maximum grant amount is $3 million.

= Stream 3: there is no minimum grant amount and the maximum grant amount is $7 million.

= Stream 4: there is no minimum grant amount and the maximum grant amount is $4 million.

Grants funded under Stream 3 will be funded under a co-funding model. Applications are sought
from consortia of at least one academic organisation and at least one other organisation which may
be industry or state/territory government. The consortia (which includes the applicant) must
contribute at least 34% of the total eligible project cost in cash (not in-kind). The MRFF will
contribute up to 66% (up to $7 million) of overall eligible project costs.

2.2 Project period
You must complete your project within five years of the date of execution of your grant agreement.

The Program Delegate may approve an extension of time under certain circumstances.

3 Eligibility criteria

We cannot consider your application if you do not satisfy all eligibility criteria.

3.1 Who is eligible?

To be eligible you must:

= have an Australian Business Number (ABN)

= be incorporated in Australia

and in accordance with s24 of the MRFEF Act 20152, be one of the following entities:

= a medical research institute

2 https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2015A00116
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= auniversity

= acorporate Commonwealth entity

= acorporation (including businesses and not for profits).

Joint applications are encouraged, provided you have a lead organisation who is the main driver of
the project and is eligible to apply. For further information on joint applications, refer to section 6.2.

We cannot waive the eligibility criteria under any circumstances.

3.2 Chief Investigators

All members of the research team must be listed on the application form as Chief Investigators
(Cls). Applicants must nominate a Chief Investigator A (CIA) who will take the lead role in
conducting the project and report on the outcomes of the project as specified in the grant
agreement.

A person must not be named as a Cl on more than one application submitted per stream to this
grant opportunity. If a Cl is named on more than one application per stream, both applications will
be considered ineligible.

To facilitate collaborative research teams with the required capacity and capability to undertake the
proposed research, up to 15 Cls may be included as members of the research team. If you include
more than 15 CIs, your application will be ineligible.

See also section 6.2.

3.3 Additional eligibility requirements
We can only accept applications where you can provide:

= evidence from your board (or chief executive officer or equivalent if there is no board) that the
project is supported, and that you can complete the project and meet the costs of the project
not covered by grant funding

= |etters of support from each project partner.

Additionally, to be considered for funding under Stream 3, applications must be from consortia

(including the applicant):

= of at least one academic organisation and at least one other organisation which may be
industry or state/territory government

= with combined cash contributions of at least 34% of the total eligible project costs, confirmed in
writing as part of the application (see section 6.1).

3.4 Who is not eligible?

You are not eligible to apply if you are:

= an individual

= a partnership

= an unincorporated association

= any organisation not included in section 3.1

= atrust (however, an incorporated trustee may apply on behalf of a trust)
= anon-corporate Commonwealth entity
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= an organisation, or your project partner is an organisation, included on the National Redress
Scheme’s website on the list of ‘Institutions that have not joined or signified their intent to join
the Scheme’ (http://www.nationalredress.gov.au)

= an employer of 100 or more employees that has not complied with the Workplace Gender
Equality Act (2012).

4 What the grant money can be used for

4.1 Eligible activities

To be eligible your project must:
= be aimed at the objectives in Section 1.3
= include one or more of the following eligible activities:
= minor capital works
= development/installation of research equipment
= employment of personnel and/or
= other direct research costs.

4.2 Eligible locations

We will consider activities based in any geographical location in Australia. You may request funding
for a component of the research to be undertaken overseas if the equipment/resources required for
that component are not available in Australia and the component is critical to the successful
completion of the research project. However, the expectation is the majority of the research
activities and funding expenditure will occur in Australia.

4.3 Eligible expenditure

You can only spend grant funds on eligible expenditure you have incurred on an agreed project as
defined in your grant agreement.

= For guidance on eligible expenditure, see Appendix A.

= For guidance on ineligible expenditure, see Appendix B.

If your application is successful, we may ask you to verify project costs that you provided in your
application. You may need to provide evidence such as quotes for major costs.

Not all expenditure on your project may be eligible for grant funding. The Program Delegate (who is
an Australian Government official who has been authorised to make decisions) makes the final
decision on what is eligible expenditure and may give additional guidance on eligible expenditure if
required.

To be eligible, expenditure must:

= Dbe adirect cost of the project

= be incurred by you for required project audit activities.

You must incur the project expenditure between the project start and end date for it to be eligible
unless stated otherwise.

You must not commence your project until you execute a grant agreement with the
Commonwealth.
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5 The assessment criteria

You must address all assessment criteria in your application. We will assess your application
based on the weighting given to each technical criterion and against the non-weighted (non-
technical) assessment criterion.

The application form requests information that directly relates to the assessment criteria below. The
amount of detail and supporting evidence you provide in your application should be relative to the
project size, complexity and grant amount requested. You should provide evidence to support your
responses to each criterion. Size limits apply to all responses.

We will only award funding to applications that score satisfactorily against all criteria.

51 Assessment Criterion 1 — Project impact (40% weighting)

Project Impact is the extent to which the project’s research outputs will contribute to meaningful
advances in health outcomes, practice and/or policy, consistent with the objectives and outcomes
described in section 1.3. The assessment of Project Impact will also consider the project’s
contribution to the objective of the Initiative as described in section 1.2 and your statement against
the MRFF Measures of Success.

In your response to this criterion, you should ensure that you:

a. describe how the project builds upon existing knowledge to progress the area of research and
how the research outcomes will contribute to meaningful advances in health outcomes,
practice and/or policy in Australia.

b. demonstrate how the views and values of consumers, the community, health providers and/or
other end users have informed the proposed research, including how the needs and priorities
of consumers (particularly those with lived experience and their carers) have informed the
research question.

c. demonstrate the involvement of academic, industry, state/territory, and/or other partners in the
project and how their needs and views have informed its conceptualisation, development and
planned translation and implementation.

In addition, projects that specifically focus on the health of priority populations (defined as
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people, older people experiencing diseases of ageing,
people with rare or currently untreatable diseases/conditions, people in remote/rural communities,
people with a disability, individuals from culturally and linguistically diverse communities, LGBTIQ+
people, youth) should:

d. describe how the anticipated outputs will contribute to meaningful advances in health
outcomes, practice and/or policy for the priority population

e. demonstrate how the proposed research focuses on interventions that will be acceptable (e.qg.
culturally appropriate) to the priority population

f. demonstrate leadership by, and involvement of, the priority population in the project, and how
their needs, views and values have informed its conceptualisation, development and planned
implementation.

Further instructions are in section 6.4.
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5.2 Assessment Criterion 2 - Project methodology (30% weighting)

Project Methodology is a description of the design and conduct of the proposed research in the
form of a project plan. The assessment of Project Methodology will consider the scientific quality
and feasibility of the project plan and its ability to deliver on the project’s intended outcomes.
Projects are expected to be original and build on (rather than duplicate) research that has already
been undertaken.

In your response to this criterion, you should ensure you clearly articulate:

a. the research question and the proposed approach for addressing it, including (as appropriate)
tools and techniques, participants (e.g. diversity of participants), interventions, controls,
statistical approaches, and strategies for data collection and use

b. how consumers will be involved in the proposed research, including their contributions
throughout the life of the project

c. arrangements for project governance and oversight to support its successful delivery.

d. appropriate milestones, performance indicators and timeframes.

In addition, projects that specifically focus on the health of priority populations should also articulate
how the proposed methodology includes strong and meaningful leadership and involvement of the
priority population, including its people, communities and organisations.

If your project plan includes the conduct of a clinical trial, your response should also:

e. provide details of the trial design

f. specify and justify recruitment targets (including targets for ensuring diversity, e.g. by gender)
and sample sizes

g. articulate how the clinical trial design will support advancement of robust clinical trial
methodologies and/or protocols

h. describe how consumers have been involved in the trial design (e.g. its conception, protocol
and schedule, participant information, consent forms or videos).

Grantees will be required to report on project progress at 12 month intervals. Further instructions
are in section 6.4.

5.3 Assessment Criterion 3 - Capacity, capability and resources to deliver the
project (30% weighting)

Capacity, Capability and Resources is the relevant skills, knowledge, experience and resources the

research team and any partners are contributing to the project. The assessment of Capacity,

Capability and Resources will consider the overall composition of the research team, the

contribution of individual researchers to the project, and the involvement of partners in the

successful delivery of the project.

In your response to this criterion, you should ensure that you demonstrate:

a. the research team has an appropriate mix of skills (scientific, project management, etc) to
undertake the proposed research

b. the research team includes individuals that bring diverse experiences and expertise (e.qg.
across disciplines, genders, cultures, lived experience relevant to the research question, career
stages and research sectors)
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c. theresearch team has the skills, experience and capacity to involve and support consumers
(including those with lived experience) in the proposed research, and ensure that this is done
appropriately and effectively

d. the commitment of partners to the project and how they will support (through financial and in-
kind contributions) its successful delivery.

In addition, projects that specifically focus on the health of priority populations should demonstrate
that the research team includes leadership by the priority population, and that the research team
has experience in delivering research that has positively impacted health policies and programs of
relevance to the priority population.

Each Chief Investigator should provide an example from within the last 5 years of how their
research has contributed to meaningful advances in health outcomes, practice and/or policy
through the translation or implementation of research findings.

Further instructions are in section 6.4.

5.4 Assessment Criterion 4 - Overall Value and Risk of the Project (non-
weighted)

Overall Value and Risk is the extent to which the project’s research outputs will meaningfully
contribute to objective/s and intended outcomes of the grant opportunity, the Initiative, and the
MRFF more broadly. Your response to this criterion will consist of your Measures of Success
statement, proposed budget, and risk management plan submitted with your application.

The assessment of Overall Value and Risk will consider:

= the relative contribution of the outcomes or results you have identified in your Measures of
Success statement to the intended outcomes of the grant opportunity, the goal and aims of the
Initiative, and the MRFF

= the appropriateness of the requested budget (including the value and type of any contributions
from partners) to support successful delivery of the project, including whether it is sufficiently
detailed and justified and represents value with money

= the appropriateness of the risk management plan, including strategies for identifying,
documenting, monitoring and reporting on key risks to the completion of the project.
Refer section 6.4 and to the Rating Scale for Overall Value and Risk for further information.

55 Consumer and community involvement

The Statement on Consumer and Community Involvement in Health and Medical Research (the
Statement) has been developed because of the important contribution consumers make to health
and medical research. The Statement’s purpose is to guide research institutions, researchers,
consumers and community members in the active involvement of consumers and community
members in all aspects of health and medical research. NHMRC and the Consumers Health Forum
of Australia Ltd worked in partnership with consumers and researchers to develop the Statement.
Further information on the Statement is available on NHMRC'’s website.

Researchers are actively encouraged to involve consumers at all stages and levels of their
proposed research, including in defining the research question and through the life of the proposed
research and its translation.
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6 How to apply

Before applying, you should read and understand these guidelines, the sample application form
and the sample grant agreement published on business.gov.au and GrantConnect.

You can only submit an application during a funding round.

To apply, you must:

= complete the online program application form via business.gov.au
= provide all the information requested

= address all eligibility and assessment criteria

= include all necessary attachments.

You will receive confirmation when you submit your application. You should retain a copy of your
application for your own records.

You are responsible for making sure your application is complete and accurate. Giving false or
misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code Act 1995 (Cth). If we consider
that you have provided false or misleading information we may not progress your application. If you
find an error in your application after submitting it, you should call us immediately on 13 28 46.

If we find an error or information that is missing, we may ask for clarification or additional
information from you that will not change the nature of your application. However, we can refuse to
accept any additional information from you that would change your submission after the application
closing time.

If you need further guidance around the application process, or if you are unable to submit an
application online, contact us at business.gov.au or by calling 13 28 46.

6.1 Attachments to the application

Provide the following documents with your application:

= adetailed project plan, including your project methodology and a project feasibility analysis
(maximum 12 pages excluding appendices)

= alist of all chief investigators using the template on business.gov.au who have shared authority
and responsibility for leading and directing the design, conduct and reporting of the proposed
project outlined in this application including the affiliations of each person listed.

= adetailed and itemised project budget, including but not limited to disaggregation by project
component and Financial Year (FY), and your related fee card

= a statement of how your project will contribute to the Measures of Success for the MRFF as
described in the MRFF Evaluation, Monitoring and Learning Strategy (see
www.health.gov.au/mrff) in a table format with the following headings: MRFF Measure of
Success; How the project will contribute towards the measure of success; Description of
outcome or result against which the contribution will be evaluated (maximum one page)

= adetailed risk management plan, and any supporting documentation, describing how you
propose to monitor, manage and report identified risks including risks that may arise during
your project (maximum two pages)

= details of intellectual property (IP) arrangements as an attachment if this is not included within
the written content of the application

= evidence of support from the board, CEO or equivalent
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= trust deed (where applicable)

= letters of support from project partners (where applicable). For Stream 3 applicants, letters
must confirm details of cash contribution/s See section 3.3.

You must attach supporting documentation to the application form in line with the instructions
provided within the form. You should only attach requested documents. We will not consider
information in attachments that we do not request.

6.2 Joint applications

We encourage organisations to join together as a group to deliver a project. In these
circumstances, you must appoint a lead organisation. Only the lead organisation can submit the
application form and enter into the grant agreement with the Commonwealth. The application
should identify all other members of the proposed group and include a letter of support from each
of the project partners. Each letter of support should include:

= details of the project partner

= an overview of how the project partner will work with the lead organisation and any other
project partners in the group to successfully complete the project

= an outline of the relevant experience and/or expertise the project partner will bring to the group

= the roles/responsibilities the project partner will undertake, and the resources it will contribute
(if any)

= details of a nominated management level contact officer.

You must have a formal arrangement in place with all parties.

6.3 Lead Organisations and Chief Investigator A

Applicants must nominate a lead organisation who meets the eligibility criteria and will submit the
application. The lead organisation must enter into the grant agreement, and nominate a project
lead (Chief Investigator A) who will conduct the project and report on the outcomes of the project
as specified in the grant agreement.

6.4 Timing of the grant opportunity process

You can only submit an application between the published opening and closing dates. We cannot
accept late applications.

Table 1: Expected timing for this grant opportunity

Aciviy

Assessment of applications 19 weeks

Approval of outcomes of selection process 8 weeks

Negotiations and award of grant agreements 5 weeks

Notification to unsuccessful applicants 2 weeks

Earliest start date of project Date of execution of your grant agreement

End date of grant commitment Within 5 years of execution of the grant
agreement
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7 The grant selection process

We first review your application against the eligibility criteria. If eligible, we will then assess it
against the assessment criteria. Only eligible applications will proceed to the assessment stage.

We refer your application to an independent committee of experts (the Committee). For the 2023
National Critical Research Infrastructure Grant Opportunity, the Committee will comprise national
and international experts.

The Committee will undertake the assessment in accordance with the CGRGs and consider your
application on its merits, based on:

= how well it meets the criteria

= whether it provides value with relevant money.

When assessing the merits of your application against the three technical (weighted) assessment
criteria, the Committee will use the rating scale at Appendix C. Rating of the non-technical (Overall

Value and Risk of your project) assessment criterion will be done in accordance with the Rating
Scale at Appendix D.

To be awarded MRFF funding, applications must receive a rating of 5 or higher against each of the
weighted technical assessment criteria (Criteria 1, 2 and 3), and a rating of ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’ for
the non-weighted assessment criterion.

When assessing whether the application represents value with relevant money, the Committee will
have regard to:

= the overall objective/s to be achieved
= the value of the grant sought
= extent to which the application matches identified MRFF priorities

= the extent to which the application demonstrates that funding will assist to meeting the proposal
outcomes/ objectives.

The Committee will provide the Program Delegate with a report of the assessment outcomes.

If the selection process identifies unintentional errors in your application, we may contact you to
correct or clarify the errors, but you cannot make any material alteration or addition.

7.1 Who will approve grants?

The Program Delegate decides which grants to approve taking into account the recommendations
of the committee, the availability of grant funds and the geographical spread of projects across
Australia.

The Program Delegate’s decision is final in all matters, including:

= the grant approval

= the grant funding to be awarded

= any conditions attached to the offer of funding.

We cannot review decisions about the merits of your application.

The Program Delegate will not approve funding if there is insufficient program funds available
across relevant financial years for the grant opportunity.
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8 Notification of application outcomes

We will advise you of the outcome of your application in writing. If you are successful, we will
advise you of any specific conditions attached to the grant, including the timing of any public
communications you make regarding being awarded a grant. If you are unsuccessful, we will give
you an opportunity to discuss the outcome with us.

9 Successful grant applications

9.1 The grant agreement

You must enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the Commonwealth. A sample grant
agreement is available on business.gov.au and GrantConnect.

We must execute a grant agreement with you before we can make any payments. Execute means
both you and the Program Delegate have signed the agreement. We are not responsible for any
expenditure you incur until a grant agreement is executed. You must not start any project activities
until a grant agreement is executed.

The approval of your grant may have specific conditions determined by the assessment process or
other considerations made by the Program Delegate. We will identify these in the offer of grant
funding.

If you enter an agreement under this grant opportunity, you cannot receive other grants for the
same activities from other Commonwealth, State or Territory granting programs.

The Commonwealth may recover grant funds if there is a breach of the grant agreement.

We will use a standard grant agreement.
You will have 30 days from the date of a written offer to execute this grant agreement with the
Commonwealth. During this time, we will work with you to finalise details.

The offer may lapse if both parties do not sign the grant agreement within this time. Under certain
circumstances, we may extend this period. We base the approval of your grant on the information
you provide in your application. We will review any required changes to these details to ensure they
do not impact the project as approved by the Program Delegate.

9.2 Grant agreement variations

We recognise that unexpected events may affect project progress. In these circumstances, you can
request a variation to your grant agreement, including:

= changing project milestones

= extending the timeframe for completing the project

= changing project activities.

The program does not allow for an increase of grant funds.

If you want to propose changes to the grant agreement, you must put them in writing before the
project end date. We can provide you with a variation request template.

If a delay in the project causes milestone achievement and payment dates to move to a different
financial year, you will need a variation to the grant agreement. We can only move funds between
financial years if there is enough program funding in the relevant year to allow for the revised
payment schedule. If we cannot move the funds, you may lose some grant funding.
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You should not assume that a variation request will be successful. We will consider your request
based on factors such as:
= how it affects the project outcome

= consistency with the program policy objective, grant opportunity guidelines and any relevant
policies of the department

= changes to the timing of grant payments
= availability of program funds.

9.3 Project specific legislation, policies and industry standards

You must comply with all relevant laws and regulations in undertaking your project. You must also
comply with the specific legislation/policies/industry standards that follow. It is a condition of the
grant funding that you meet these requirements. We will include these requirements in your grant
agreement.

Wherever the government funds research activities, the following special regulatory requirements
may apply:
*  MRFF Act 20152

= Working with Vulnerable People registration

= State/territory legislation in relation to working with children

= Ethics and research practices

= the NHMRC/ARC/UA Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2018)
and successor documents

= the NHMRC/ARC/UA National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007,
updated 2018)

= the Australian Code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (2013)

endorsed by the NHMRC, the ARC, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation and UA.

If there is any conflict or inconsistency between a successor document and its predecessor, then
the successor document prevails.

9.3.1 Child safety requirements

You must comply with all relevant legislation relating to the employment or engagement of anyone
working on the project that may interact with children, including all necessary working with children
checks.

You must implement the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations endorsed by the
Commonwealth and available at: https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/national-principles/about-
national-principles.

You will need to complete a risk assessment to identify the level of responsibility for children and
the level of risk of harm or abuse, and put appropriate strategies in place to manage those risks.
You must update this risk assessment at least annually.

3 https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2015A00116
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You will also need to establish a training and compliance regime to ensure personnel are aware of,
and comply with, the risk assessment requirements, relevant legislation including mandatory
reporting requirements and the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations.

You will be required to provide an annual statement of compliance with these requirements in
relation to working with children.

9.4 Intellectual property rights

Applicants must provide details of intellectual property (IP) arrangements in their applications. This
includes both the use of IP in the project and the proposed ownership rights to IP generated by the
project as well as strategies for protecting Australia’s interests. Where IP is likely to be generated
by the project, successful applicants are required to conclude protocols or contracts with their
collaborating partners on the management of IP issues. These agreements should be in
accordance with laws and regulations in Australia.

9.5 Dissemination of research outcomes

You must ensure appropriate safeguards are in place to protect patient privacy, intellectual
property and commercially confidential information.

Except where publication may compromise your obligations with respect to patient privacy,
intellectual property and/or commercially confidential information, grantees are required to:

= jf a clinical trial, submit the clinical trial protocol to an open access repository within six months
of HREC approval, or publish a protocol manuscript as soon as practicable.

= within 12 months of completion of the grant activity, disseminate the research findings through:
= ensuring that research findings are available in an open access repository
= content specific forums
= submission to peer-reviewed journals.

= make lay summaries available to research participants, concurrently with sharing and
dissemination of research results.

Grantees are encouraged to publish de-identified research data following completion of the grant in
an open access repository and in accordance with best practice.

9.6 How we pay the grant
The grant agreement will state the:

=  maximum grant amount we will pay

= proportion of eligible expenditure covered by the grant (grant percentage)

= any in-kind contributions you will make

= any financial contribution provided by you or a third party.

We will not exceed the maximum grant amount under any circumstances. If you incur extra costs,
you must meet them yourself.

We will make payments according to an agreed schedule set out in the grant agreement. Payments
are subject to satisfactory progress on the project.
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9.7 Grants Payments and GST

If you are registered for the Goods and Services Tax (GST), where applicable we will add GST to
your grant payment and provide you with a recipient created tax invoice. You are required to notify
us if your GST registration status changes during the project period. GST does not apply to grant
payments to government related entities®.

Grants are assessable income for taxation purposes, unless exempted by a taxation law. We
recommend you seek independent professional advice on your taxation obligations or seek
assistance from the Australian Taxation Office. We do not provide advice on tax.

10 Announcement of grants

We will publish non-sensitive details of successful projects on GrantConnect. We are required to do
this by the Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines unless otherwise prohibited by law. We
may also publish this information on business.gov.au. This information may include:

= npame of your organisation

= title of the project

= description of the project and its aims

= amount of grant funding awarded and grant duration
=  Australian Business Number

= business location

= your organisation’s industry sector.

11 How we monitor your grant activity

11.1 Keeping us informed

You should let us know if anything is likely to affect your organisation or impact successful delivery
of your project/s.

We need to know of any key changes to your organisation or its business activities, particularly if
they affect your ability to complete your project, carry on business and pay debts due.

You must also inform us of any changes to your:

= name

= addresses

= nominated contact details

= bank account details.

If you become aware of a breach of terms and conditions under the grant agreement you must
contact us immediately.

You must notify us of events relating to your project and provide an opportunity for the Minister or
their representative to attend.

4 See Australian Taxation Office ruling GSTR 2012/2 available at ato.gov.au
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11.2 Reporting

You must submit reports in line with the grant agreement. We will provide the requirements for
these reports as appendices in the grant agreement. We will remind you of your reporting
obligations before a report is due. We will expect you to report on:

= progress against agreed project milestones and MRFF Measures of Success

= risks arising during the project

= project expenditure, including expenditure of grant funds

= information about your project that supports evaluation of the MRFF.

The amount of detail you provide in your reports should be relative to the project size, complexity

and grant amount.

We will monitor the progress of your project by assessing reports you submit and may conduct site
visits to confirm details of your reports if necessary. Occasionally we may need to re-examine
claims, seek further information or request an independent audit of claims and payments.

11.2.1 Progress reports

Progress reports must:

= include evidence to demonstrate progress against the outcome/s and result/s identified in your
Measures of Success statement (see section 6.1)

= include details of your progress towards completion of agreed project activities, including any
risks arising and how they are being managed to ensure planned project outcomes are met

= show the total expenditure incurred to date

=  be submitted by the report due date

= include information about your project that supports evaluation of the MRFF.
We will only make grant payments when we receive satisfactory progress reports.

You must discuss any project or milestone reporting delays with us as soon as you become aware
of them.

11.2.2 End of project report
When you complete the project, you must submit an end of project report.

End of project reports must:

= include evidence to demonstrate achievement of the outcome/s and result/s identified in your
Measures of Success statement (see section 6.1)

= include the agreed evidence as specified in the grant agreement (including, but not limited to,
evidence of project impact)

= identify the total expenditure incurred for the project
= include information about your project that supports evaluation of the MRFF

= include a declaration that the grant money was spent in accordance with the grant agreement
and to report on any underspends of the grant money

= be submitted by the report due date.
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11.2.3 Ad-hoc reports

We may ask you for ad-hoc reports on your project. This may be to provide an update on progress,
or any significant delays or difficulties in completing the project, or to support evaluation of the
MRFF.

11.3 Independent audits

We may ask you to provide an independent audit report. An audit report would verify that you spent
the grant in accordance with the grant agreement. The audit report requires you to prepare a
statement of grant income and expenditure. The report template is available on business.gov.au
and GrantConnect.

11.4 Compliance visits

We may visit you during the project period, or at the completion of your project to review your
compliance with the grant agreement. We may also inspect the records you are required to keep
under the grant agreement. For large or complex projects, we may visit you after you finish your
project. We will provide you with reasonable notice of any compliance visit.

11.5 Evaluation

The Department of Health and Aged Care will evaluate the grant to measure how well the
outcomes and objectives have been achieved. We may use information from your application and
project reports for this purpose, and for the purpose of the evaluation of MRFF more broadly. We
may also interview you, or ask you for more information to help us understand how the grant
impacted you and to evaluate how effective the program was in achieving its outcomes.

We may contact you up to two years after you finish your project for more information to assist with
this evaluation, or the evaluation of MRFF more broadly.
11.6 Grant acknowledgement

If you make a public statement about a project funded under the grant opportunity, including in a
brochure or publication, you must acknowledge the grant by using the following:

‘This project received grant funding from the Australian Government.’

If you erect signage in relation to the project, the signage must contain an acknowledgement of the
grant.

12 Probity

We will make sure that the grant opportunity process is fair, according to the published guidelines,
incorporates appropriate safeguards against fraud, unlawful activities and other inappropriate
conduct and is consistent with the CGRGs.

12.1 Conflicts of interest

Any conflicts of interest could affect the performance of the grant opportunity or program. There
may be a conflict of interest, or perceived conflict of interest, if our staff, any member of a
committee or advisor and/or you or any of your personnel:
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= has a professional, commercial or personal relationship with a party who is able to influence
the application selection process, such as an Australian Government officer or member of an
external panel

= has a relationship with or interest in, an organisation, which is likely to interfere with or restrict
the applicants from carrying out the proposed activities fairly and independently, or

= has a relationship with, or interest in, an organisation from which they will receive personal gain
because the organisation receives a grant under the grant program/ grant opportunity.

As part of your application, we will ask you to declare any perceived or existing conflicts of interests
or confirm that, to the best of your knowledge, there is no conflict of interest.

If you later identify an actual, apparent, or perceived conflict of interest, you must inform us in
writing immediately.

Conflicts of interest for Australian Government staff are handled as set out in the Australian Public
Service Code of Conduct (Section 13(7))° of the Public Service Act 1999 (Cth)s. Committee
members and other officials including the decision maker must also declare any conflicts of
interest.

We publish our conflict of interest policy on the department’s website’.

12.2 How we use your information

Unless the information you provide to us is:
= confidential information as per 12.2.1, or
= personal information as per 12.2.3,

we may share the information with other government agencies for a relevant Commonwealth
purpose such as:

= to improve the effective administration, monitoring and evaluation of Australian Government
programs

= for research

= to announce the awarding of grants.

12.2.1 How we handle your conf